
1

Newsletter
Statistics Norway

Division for International Development Cooperation

November
2021

The end of 2021 is approaching fast, and it is 
time to reflect on the year that has passed. 
Many of our projects have continued to 
move forward despite the ongoing pandemic 
and the significant challenges it creates.  
The online cooperation has made huge  
progress the last 18 months, and a large 
range of activities are carried out online.  
In this issue of the Newsletter, we share 
some useful tips for online workshops and 
introduce our new colleague who is based in 
COMESA (and have only met us online  
so far).  

In September, we carried out the first  
physical mission since the start of the 

pandemic, and more are in the pipeline. 
The online cooperation cannot fully replace 
benefits of working together face to face, 
and travel will still be an important ele-
ment of our cooperation. At the same time, 
reducing the carbon footprint is necessary, 
so when travelling resumes, the new normal 
is likely to be a mixed mode of online and 
face-to-face cooperation. Combining travel 
with remote activities will ensure better 
communication and follow-up between each 
mission while reducing the need for travel, 
contributing to more sustainable and  
efficient cooperation in the long run. Janne Utkilen

Head of Division for  
International  

Development Cooperation 

Screen shot of Mr. Owen Siyoto  
 during TEAMS interview.

To support partners in their efforts to 
improve statistics on food security 
Mr Owen Siyoto from the Zambia 
Statistics Agency has joined the Food 
Security Statistics project.

First, Owen, what is your role in the 
project and how does your 
background in statistics come to use? 
My main task will be to build capacity in six 
National statistical offices in the COMESA 
countries. I know the countries well and I 
believe that is a good thing for the capacity 
building. 

Also, I have worked with Household Con-
sumption and Expenditure Surveys for pov-
erty analysis, Hence, I know these data well. 
And I am really looking forward to expanding 
my knowledge about this important field. 
For a guy like me who likes to get my hands 
dirty in data cleaning I couldn’t have had a 
better position.

How is the cooperation with SSB 
going?
It has been great so far. The most exciting 
part of it all is that our cooperation gives me 
the opportunity to expand my knowledge. 

How can we improve food security statistics?

Facts about the Food Security Statistics project
 
The project’s main purpose is to improve the information base for 
national and regional food security by making better use of House
hold Consumption and Expenditure Surveys. 

Capacity sharing is also a central part of the project, and a total of six 
countries will participate. So far, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi are 
on board. Other central partners are the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the UN’s Committee of Experts on 
food security, agricultural and rural statistics (UN CEAG).

This is the case both with respect 
to how we use the data from 
the Household Consumption 
and Expenditure Surveys in food 
security analysis and learning 
how to facilitate these surveys 
for food security analysis. 

What is the main difference 
for you in this project 
compared to your job in 
Zambia Statistics Agency?
A new thing is the great opportunity to work 
with data from different countries. And it is 
inspiring to contribute to developing better 
policies in the whole region.  
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 The opportunity to work more internation-
ally is something I appreciate too. Meeting 
people from different parts of the world and 
learning about different cultures and even 
foods through the work you are doing is 
certainly a nice side-effect, lol! 

How do you plan to build food 
security statistics capacity?
First, we prepared and held bilateral  
meetings with the six partner countries in 
September 2021. The agenda of the  
meetings were to explain the rationale of 
the project and prioritize the work. After 
the meetings training we will start using the 
countries’ own data. 

Zimbabwe and Zambia responded positively 
even before the bilateral meetings, and we 
have already been working with colleagues 
from Malawi. Therefore, these countries will 
be the first ones to build food security statis-
tics in the project. 

Side by side with the training we are also 
writing guidelines for how to prepare data 
for food security statistics. Our goal is that 
these guidelines will be approved by UN 
in 2024. I think this will be a good starting 
point; combining practical training with 
guidelines for future work.

What are the challenges met in this 
project so far?
Off course, one challenge is that most 
COMESA-countries do not have any experi-
ence with analysing food security based on 
Household Consumption and Expenditure 
Surveys. Poverty analysis focus on cleaning 
the expenditure data, but while food security 
analysis will need to concentrate on cleaning 
the quantities of the food object data.  It will 
be a lot of work to build the statistical capac-
ity referring to such a huge dataset, with 
more than 1700 lines of codes in the syntax 
used. But I guess they just must learn it. 

Another challenge that we anticipate is that 
some countries such as Zambia may not 
have conversion factors for non-standard 
units.  For those of us who are not experts 
on statistics, a non-standard unit can be a 
bucket, a bag or other typical measures used 
in local market places. Further, a conversion 
factor is transforming these non-standards 
units into standard units as kilos and litres. 
The lack of conversion factors might be a 
challenge for our food security analysis. And 
we need to figure out how to go around this 
issue. 

In doing so, we might have to do imputa-
tions. But a more sustainable solution has 
been to encourage the Zambia Statistics 
Agency to collect the weights for non-stand-
ard units in this year’s data collection for the 
Household Consumption and Expenditure 
Survey. Statistics Norway has facilitated for 
purchasing the scales which Zambia  
 Statistics Agency will use for this purpose 
(see picture below).

Last, but not least, the pandemic situa-
tion has also been somewhat challenging. 
Our initial plan was to meet up with my 
colleagues in Statistics Norway and learn 
shoulder by shoulder, but we had to do this 
digitally instead.  

COMESA staff are handing over the scales 
funded by the Food Security project, to collea-

gues in the Zambia Statistical Agency.  
From left to right: Wilson Chizebuka and 
Owen Siyoto from COMESA together with 

Mody Simusoke and Lovemore Zonde from 
Zambia Statistical Agency.
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“Statistics in Smartphone”  
– an offspring of institutional cooperation

The “Statistics in Smartphone” application 
was released in Play Market in December 
2020, following an idea of statisticians in the 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine. A lesson 
is that innovation might emerge on its own 
feet, following other cooperation projects.

But first, which gains do users have by the 
innovative “Statistics in Smartphone” app? 
The developers’ goal is to provide easy ac-
cess to the official statistics. This is obtained 
by making the content easily available in 
the new app for all type of users, including 
journalists, analysts or the public. 

In the new smartphone app users can find 
statistics by topic, such as ‘Population’, ‘GDP’, 
‘Prices’ or ‘Industry’ etc. Further, data can be 
visualized over time, and stored and down-
loaded. The users can also give the Statistics 
Service feedback via the app, if they want 
to.  The app is free of charge, and statistical 
information is available in both Ukrainian 
and in English. 

The app idea came about based on the 
development of a new website for the State 
Statistics Service of Ukraine, in a cooperation 
project with Statistics Norway and financed 
by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. The work on creating the design and 
the content of the new website started in 
November 2017. Based on this, the State 
Statistics Service of Ukraine was inspired to 

take things further and develop “Statistics 
in Smartphone” as a new mode for dissemi-
nating statistics. “Statistics in Smartphone” 
was developed solely by the State Statistics 
Service of Ukraine.

Now, the employees of the State Statistics 
Service of Ukraine are investigating further 
improvements and developments for the 
app. These include the extension of data 
sets related to the Sustainable Development 
Goals and Gender Statistics. The ongoing 
development also include introducing new 
types of data visualization, and adjustments 
for iOS-compatibility.

Yet another important point to mention is 
that the State Statistics Service of Ukraine’s 
app-initiative is a good indicator for the 
sustainability of the cooperation program. 
Statistical capacity building is not only about 
providing technical advice. It is also about 
inspiring new initiatives and changes in our 
ways of working. This time the outcome 
was a novel app for disseminating statistics, 
made possible by the statisticians’ use of 
new knowledge.

		
Allan Henrysson,  
Long Term Adviser in Kyiv.
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New milestones in development of STATBUS,  
the generic business register system 
 

Over the last years Statistics Norway (SSB) 
has worked with partners to develop a 
generic statistical business register system.  
We have for many years given technical as-
sistance to sister organizations that want to 
improve their economic statistics. A common 
challenge for many of our partner countries 
has been to develop and maintain a techni-
cal platform for hosting a statistical version 
of their respective business registers.  

From the STATBUS website www.statbus.org 

We have observed that there are few “off the 
shelf” products in this area and many offices 
end up with inadequate solutions. The typi-
cal case is often non-updated Excel spread 
sheets with various versions of these exist-
ing in subject matter divisions. Based on this, 
SSB, together with partners, have a generic 
web-based application for statistical busi-
ness registers.  The system is called STATBUS 
and is based on the UN international guide-
lines for development and maintenance of 
statistical business registers.  

A first version of STATBUS has been intro-
duced in Kyrgyzstan and Kenya and we are 
now working with additional countries to 
improve the system. This work is done in col-
laboration with Statistics Sweden and African 
Union’s statistical division, STATAFRIC.    

This summer a website www.statbus.org. 
was launched where interested parties can 
find more information about the generic so-
lutions. STATBUS has also been nominated 
as a Digital Public  Good under the Digital 
Public Goods Alliance and we are currently 
working to adapt the system to fully comply 
as an open source solution. 

Presentation of STATBUS in a virtual meeting organized by Statafric, African Union. 

http://www.statbus.org 
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Oceans for Development – Exploring a new form 
of peer to peer learning with Indonesia

The Ocean for Development programme 
was launched by the previous Norwegian 
Prime Minister Erna Solberg in October 
2019 to reinforce Norway’s development 
cooperation on ocean management. It is 
one of Norway’s contributions to achieving 
Sustainable Development Goal 14, Conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources for sustainable develop-
ment, and the broader United Nations 2030 
Agenda.  The overarching objective is to 
promote a strengthened, sustainable, and 
inclusive ocean economy in the cooperating 
countries. The Programme is demand driven 
and an important element is to establish in-
stitutional cooperation between Norwegian 
institutions and counterpart institutions in 
cooperating countries. 

 At the time of writing, Statistics Norway 
(SSB) has started the planning of a statistics 
sub-component with Indonesia. Potential 

areas of collaboration between SSB and In-
donesian partners will be further developed 
as the planning continues.  
A key element in the cooperation will be 
ocean accounting that reflects the true 
value of the ocean. These ocean accounts 
will in turn support evidence-based decision 
making and sustainable development of the 
ocean economy.

Both Indonesia and Norway are members of 
the High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean 
Economy (HLP)1, making them very com-
mitted to improve the management of the 
ocean. With the HLP recommendations and 
the emphasis on developing ocean account-
ing both countries are prioritizing this work. 
As this work is still at an early stage in both 
countries,  the potential for synergies is high. 
SSB will engage experts from National  
accounts and the research department in 
this cooperation project. 

3 accounting frameworks of relevance in ocean accounting. 

1HLP is a unique initiative of 14 serving heads of government committed to catalyzing bold, 
pragmatic solutions for ocean health and wealth that support the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and build a better future for people and the planet (Hoegh-Guldberg. O., et al 
2019).  
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Three NADABAS webinars in 2021 

The National Accounts Database System 
NADABAS, is a free software for the compila-
tion of national accounts. It is an Excel-base 
tool which allows countries to design and 
organise a national accounts compilation 
system according to their own needs. 

The first version of NADABAS was developed 
in Mozambique in 2004 in a Nordic project 
operated jointly by the national statistical 
agencies in Sweden, Denmark and Norway 
and providing support to the National Sta-
tistical Institute in Mozambique. The system 
was further improved in Lesotho 2007 (EU-
project). A major revision was sponsored by 
Pacific & Virgin Islands Training Initiatives 
Graduate School USA as the system was in-
troduced in Palau and the Marshall Islands. 
Since then, the system has been introduced 
in several countries, including Kenya 2010 
(World Bank and Statistics Sweden),  
Eswatini (2015), Namibia (2016) and Bot-
swana (2016) with support of the African 
Development Bank. 

There has been a growing interest to learn 
about the tool, and in January 2019, a work-

Learn more about  
NADABAS  on its website: 
http://www.nadabas.net

shop was organised in Pretoria to agree on 
the future governance structure and ensure 
the sustainability of NADABAS. One of the 
outcomes was to establish a network of 
NADABAS user, with support of Statistics 
Sweden, Statistics Norway and STATAFRIC, 
who will become the custodian of NADABAS. 

This year, three NADABAS webinars have 
already been organised by STATAFRIC, 
Statistics Sweden and Statistics Norway. In 
addition, the national accounts teams from 
Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique 
and Namibia gave presentations and shared 
their experience with using NADABAS. These 
country presentations have been particularly 
interesting, allowing NSOs to understand 
how NADABAS works in practice. A training 
of trainers-workshop in Tunis is planned 
when travel resumes.  

For the webinar on 16-17 September 2021, 
the National Statistical Offices of all AU 
Members were invited, and more than 120 
persons attended the webinar. The webinar 
was livestreamed on YouTube and can be 
found at STATAFRIC AU - YouTube. 

New statistical cooperation between Ethiopia 
and Norway
A new institutional cooperation between 
Central Statistical Agency of Ethiopia (CSA) 
and SSB started 1 September this year. 
The project is the result of a long and col-
laborative planning phase and the project 
is already well on its way.  The project will 
last until the end of 2024 and is financed 
by Norad. CSA and SSB are also working 
together in the Gender Equality for Develop-
ment project.

The project aims to improve the institutional 
development of CSA and the national  
statistical system (NSS), and to improve  
communication and availability of statistics.  
The project includes NSS and donor  
coordination, quality assessments and 
establishing a training centre, and it aims to 
make the dissemination more user-friendly. 
SSB will also support CSA in the process of 
gaining access to more administrative data 
to improve quality, make the statistical pro-
duction more efficient and cost effective and 
reduce response burden. 

The project will focus on three statistical  
domains, namely vital statistics, environmen-
tal statistics and statistics business register.  
CSA and SSB started with activities during 
the planning process and have already  
established a very good cooperation.  

http://www.nadabas.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBJGyjr8R8aSqYwMOxZqrBQ/videos?view=57
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In April, Norad contacted Statistics Norway 
with a request to investigate available data 
and statistics that could be used to analyse 
cash flows going from Norway to develop-
ing countries. Cash flows connected to i.e. 
investments, trade and remittances may in 
addition to aid be important for develop-
ment in developing countries, and Norad is 
interested in doing a comparable analysis of 
how these different types of flows have de-
veloped over time in different countries. To 
be able to do this, they need to know more 
about the availability of data. 

It was agreed that SSB, together with the 
consulting team Vista Analyse, would do 
a preliminary study of data availability in 
Statistics Norway. The findings of the study 
should give Norad a better decision basis for 
choosing what types of cash flows they can 
analyse in more detail. 

This relatively short preliminary study 
started up in the beginning of July and is 
now close to finalised. Several of Statistics 
Norway’s subject matter divisions have 
contributed to the work. The divisions for 
Foreign Trade and Financial Accounts both 
have relevant statistics and data that they 
have described and assessed in relation 
to the purpose of this work. The group for 
external accounts (UR) in the division for Na-
tional Accounts has played a key role since 
UR constitutes the framework we propose 
for analysing cash flows between Norway 
and abroad. 

The preliminary study has shown that there 
are many challenges associated with obtain-
ing good and comparable data for cross-
border cash flows. When we are particularly 
interested in seeing what ends up in de-
veloping countries, it becomes even more 
difficult. This gives challenges both in terms 
of confidentiality and in relation to transfers 
going via “intermediate countries”.

The study concludes that Statistics Nor-
way has relatively good figures that can be 
distributed at country level for cash flows 
related to trade in goods and services and 
inventory figures for direct investments and 
portfolio investments. For private money 
transfers (remittances) going to developing 
countries, there are major quality challenges 
in the figures available today. It will require 
further analysis, method development and 
coding work before we can offer better data 
describing remittances going from Norway 
to abroad. Remittances are of key interest in 
analysing the role of cash flows for develop-
ment in developing countries. This prelimi-
nary study describes possible further studies 
for the development of better data in this 
area in the future.   

Cash flows from Norway to developing countries 
– A pilot study of available data
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Zooming in on online interaction

Need some tips to activate your online work-
shop participants? Karianne Lund is an SSB 
expert on questionnaire development and 
testing. She has trained people internally in 
SSB, worked with partner NSOs in Africa and 
Asia and helped several international or-
ganisations developing their questionnaires. 
The COVID pandemic has forced us all to 
think differently about training. Last year, 
Karianne and colleagues moved to online 
assistance in expert appraisals and cognitive 
interviewing, and earlier this year she led a 
nine days workshop in questionnaire devel-
opment and training for colleagues in State 
Statistics Service of Ukraine (SSSU).

What was the course about? 
The course was held in a series of three sets 
of three half day sessions spread over a pe-
riod of three weeks. Our colleagues in SSSU 
had previously signalled a specific interest 
for cognitive testing. Hence, the course cov-
ered a general introduction to current best 
methods (CBM) within the field of question-
naire methodology with a particular focus 

on cognitive testing. Considering the length 
of the workshop, as well as the conduction 
entirely dependent on remote facilitation 
through Zoom, we were focused on how 
we could raise and maintain our colleagues’ 
interest and engagement through the entire 
course. We wanted to reduce the effect of 
“Zoom fatigue” even for a topic as engaging 
as questionnaire design. As it turned out, the 
crowd was very enthusiastic and active, so 
our concerns were luckily not that relevant. 

What do you think are the main 
differences between physical 
workshops and online ones?
My perspective is that Zoom or any other 
web-based tool for remote learning, may 
never fully replace face-to-face interaction. 
You just can’t beat face-to-face communica-
tion. However, by implementing a course 
that’s frequently spiced up with interactive 
engagement tasks, it’s possible to trig-
ger people’s attention to keep them fully 
engaged throughout a full course day. Of 
course, to some extent we lose control over 

Karianne Lund
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the participants focus in a remote learning 
setting, due to them being at home and they 
are fully in control of our access to their 
personal learning space. I think it’s even 
more important to prepare well for remote 
courses, to avoid unnecessary technical or 
other obstacles, as the room for improvisa-
tion is smaller compared to meeting face-to-
face. 

Statistics Norway has an internal forum for 
sharing experiences with online learning. 
You shared a list of interaction techniques to 
the forum. What are those and why do you 
think they are important? 

We saw it as a fun challenge to make the 
most out of the one tool we were assigned 
to use – Zoom. We wanted to avoid having 
technical troubles from using several web-
based tools at the same time. By checking 
with colleagues for their advice and experi-
ence, extensive googling and conducting test 
meetings in the tool, we explored quite a 

Karianne’s 10 tips for interaction in Zoom

1.	 Using raised hands to signal who has heard of a concept
2.	 Zoom poll for feedback
3.	 Breakout-rooms for reflection in groups or pairs
4.	 2 minutes individual reflection
5.	 Homework with feedback in the meeting
6.	 Direct questions to individuals
7.	 Short presentations by the participants
8.	 Using the chat function to answer questions
9.	 Using Zoom reactions: Thumbs up or down as response to 		
	 questions
10.	 Using Zoom annotate, where all the participants can write 		
	 directly on the presentation

few opportunities to engage course partici-
pants. A pleasant side-effect of this, was that 
both the participants in SSSU and us in SSB 
learned more about opportunities in the 
Zoom tool. We found that frequent use of 
breakout rooms in random pairs and in fixed 
groups worked well, as well as the Zoom 
survey tool. 

The newer (to us) ways to engage, such as 
interactive “annotate” to for example draw 
a line between related concepts or circle 
a correct response, took some time for 
participants to get familiar with. For this to 
be a success from day one we would have to 
practice, to make sure everyone knew how 
to do it. Our favorites were however “true or 
false statements” indicated by thumbs up or 
down, as well as using the chat function to 
suggest the number of correct responses to 
a question posted on the screen. Since the 
full course depended on interpreters, we 
used numbers to indicate a response rather 
than text.  

We already have more ideas for next time.
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Improving metadata system in Kyrgyzstan 

In September, for the first time since the 
start of the pandemic, it was possible to or-
ganize a short-term mission to the National 
Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyzstan 
Republic (NSC). The main purpose of the 
mission was to co-host a seminar to kick-
start work on the NSC electronic metadata 
system. 

According to the UN recommendations in 
the field of official statistics, official statisti-
cal production system should be based on 
a single metadata system to ensure the use 
of common concepts, classifications and 
methods that will ensure consistency and ef-
ficiency of the statistical production process.

Transition to electronic data collection 
system is one of the strategic goals of mod-
ernization of the NSC. This will help reduce 
response burden and the cost for produc-
tion of statistics, improve the quality of input 
and output statistics and streamline the 
organizational structure of the entire statisti-
cal system. Development and implementa-
tion of electronic data collection system is 
also one of the priority activities of “the road 
map” to implement the 2019-2023 Digital 
Kyrgyzstan Concept. An underlaying, mod-
ernized metadata system connecting the 
different part of the statistics production is 
a core prerequisite to achieve this, hence to 

facilitate for these changes a revision of the 
NSC metadata system has been in demand.

To follow up on this, at the Annual meeting 
between SSB and NSC in March 2020 it was 
decided that NSC will create a metadata 
system to tie concepts, classifications and 
statistical data at NSC together. A specifi-
cation for the system was written by NSC 
and SSB in cooperation, and a mini-tender 
held to find a contractor. The tender was 
launched in April 2021 and an agreement 
with the selected contractor, Intersoft, was 
reached in June 2021. 

To formally start this work, a kick off semi-
nar was held in Issyk-Kul. Here project team 
members from NSC met with experts from 
the Intersoft company and SSB. This was 
essential to agree upon a common under-
standing of what to develop and during 
the course of the seminar a consensus was 
reached.  It has been a long time since NSC 
last time revised its metadata system and 
as all the project team members are new, 
SSB plans one more activity in the spring of 
2022 to review and advice on the metadata 
content itself. Also, the consultant together 
with an SSB metadata expert will follow the 
project online by installing and testing the 
system as it is created.

The NSC project team members, together with experts from the Intersoft company and SSB. 
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Sharing of data for the production of a new  
oil- and gas investment statistics

The national statistical office in Mozambique 
(INE) and SSB are now in the second year of 
their four-year cooperation project under 
the Oil for development programme. Be-
cause of the pandemic, the progress of work 
has been slower than planned, and most 
activities in 2021 have been organized as 
online lectures from SSB to INE on different 
relevant subject matter areas. 

Actual hands on cooperation to develop new 
and/or better statistics has been limited in 
this difficult time, but in one area we have 
managed to move from one-way commu-
nication (lectures) to hands-on cooperation 
and development. One key priority in 2021 
has been to assist INE in the development 
of a new oil and gas investment statistics. 
In June 2021, we had a one-week online 
mission to investigate the details of data 
available in the Mozambican oil directorate 
(INP) and based on this decide on what data 
coming from INP could be used in the pro-
duction process of a new oil and gas invest-
ment statistics.

An important prerequisite for this work, was 
to have in place a formal agreement of data 
sharing between INP and INE. This came into 
place in December 2020.

Technical staff from INE and INP worked 
together with the SSB-team during the whole 
week. Presentations and discussions in the 
morning sessions, were followed by home-
work and preparations for the coming day in 
the afternoons.  By the end of the week the 
detailed data needed for investment statis-
tics was clarified and it was concluded that 

all the information needed to develop the 
statistics in fact were available from the INP. 
With the agreement of data-sharing in place, 
this means that it will not be necessary for 
INE to do field work to collect data from the 
operators. This is good news since it will 
then not put extra response burden on the 
operators and INE will need less resources 
to do data collection.  

Some work still remains before INE can dis-
seminate these new statistics, but the goal is 
to have the first release during the first half 
of 2022.  

Examples of dissemination tables for oil- and 
gas cost and investment statistics. Presented 

and discussed during the mission.
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Continued support to Ukraine

Statistics Norway are happy to continue 
cooperation with the State Statistics Service 
of Ukraine, following funding for a sec-
ond phase in the project, which started in 
November 2017. This extension enables us 
to finish some of the work started, and to 
achieve new goals.

State Statistics Service of Ukraine and Statis-
tic Norway have enjoyed a good and fruitful 
cooperation since November 2017. The pro-
ject has now been prolonged into a phase 
two, due to a cost-extension. This extension 
provides a new full three-year phase, ending 
in December 2023. 

The extension allows for a flexible and 
smooth transition between the first and 
second phase. This is a great advantage due 
to the complications and delays caused by 
COVID-19. The planning of the second phase 
started already the autumn 2019 and con-
tinued throughout 2020. The goals for the 
new phase have been based on needs of the 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine.

Some of the goals of phase two are partly a 
continuation of goals from phase one. The 
main goals of phase two, and hence for the 
years 2021-2023, are: 

•	 still improved institutional development,  

•	 increased access to and understanding of 
official statistics, 

•	 more and improved official statistics, 

•	 ensure sustainability of the internal train-
ing programme established in the first 
phase,

•	 improving internal communication, 

•	 reducing response burden, 

•	 establishing a well-functioning  
organisation for providing microdata to 
researchers.

Improved statistical literacy and a focus on 
gender statistics will increase access and 
understanding of official statistics, as will a 
continued focus on developing a metadata 
system.

Developing the statistical business register 
will continue in the second phase. This is 
also the case for the focus on internally 
displaced persons. 

The first phase output on price statistics was 
about improvements for the Consumer Price 
Indexes, both for the methodology of the 
indicator itself, and by introducing electronic 
data collection such as Computer-Assisted 
Personal Interviewing and web scraping. 

In phase two of our project, the output from 
price statistics will be extended to include 
a Producer Price Index for services and 
a House Price Index. Phase two will also 
include recommendations on the Labour 
Force Survey, statistics on income and living 
conditions, and demographic statistics.

We have cooperated digitally in the project 
since the start of the pandemic. This has 
been successful due to the motivation of the 
experts in both institutions. 
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Register-based censuses

There is a growing interest all over the 
world to move from traditional censuses to 
register-based or combined censuses, to 
save costs and to improve timeliness and 
quality. The need to minimize face-to-face 
interviews due to the pandemic has also 
contributed to this interest. So far only a few 
European countries have conducted fully 
register-based censuses, but many countries 
have combined the use of register data with 
data collected in the field or are planning to 
do so in the coming years.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has 
established a group for developing an  
e-learning course on register-based census-
es, where the Division for international de-
velopment cooperation of Statistics Norway 
is represented.  The group consists of UNFPA 
staff and experts with experience from 
censuses in many countries. The group has 
had weekly web meetings since November 

Screenshot from one of the meetings.

last year. Many issues have been debated and 
a substantial amount of text has been written. 
The group expects to finish its work at the  
end of 2021, when communication specialists 
will transform the chapters to e-learning.  
The chapters that have been written will be 
published in a technical paper.

The topics include 
•	 	Advantages and disadvantages of the 

register-based census approach

•	 Prerequisites for conducting a register-
based census

•	 Content and role of different registers 

•	 Effective use of administrative data 

•	 Assessing the quality of a census

•	 Case studies from Bahrein, Estonia,  
Indonesia, Iran, New Zealand, Norway, 
Oman and Republic of Korea 
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Virtual training session on population statistics

In June, Statistics Norway, together with 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
Kyrgyzstan, organised a training course 
on the use of administrative registers for 
production of population statistics. About 25 
persons from Kyrgyzstan participated, with 
representatives from the National Statistical 
Committee (NSC), Ministry of Health and  
Social Development, State Registration Ser-
vice, State Agency for Regional Development, 
and the State Tax Service. 

The participants in Kyrgyzstan followed the presentations via Zoom. 

The workshop was moderated by Ms Gulkhumar Abdullaeva of the National Statistical  
Committee of Kyrgyz Republic and Mr Baktybek Kainazarov of UNFPA, with presentations from 

(amongst others) Dr Helge Brunborg and Mr Vebjørn Aalandslid, Statistics Norway.

 The course was organized via Zoom where 
the Norwegian presentations were given by 
Statistics Norway, Norwegian Tax Adminis-
tration (which is the owner of the Norwe-
gian Population Register), the Directorate 
of Migration, and the Norwegian Mapping 
Authority. There were also presentations of 
the Kyrgyz systems by representatives of the 
National Statistical Committee and the Civil 
Registry Office. 

Kyrgyzstan has made huge progress in their 
population registration system over the last 
years and cooperation between the civil reg-
ister and the NSC has improved. During the 
seminar, the participants discussed further 
steps for how to strengthen the Kyrgis’  
Tunduk system and the possibility of creat-
ing a population register in Kyrgyzstan, 
based on the experience of Norway. The 
importance of improving the quality of inter-
departmental interaction and the exchange 
of data with the statistical office within the 
framework of a transition to e-government 
was highlighted. 
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Division for International Development Cooperation 
Employees per 01.11. 2021

  DDiivviissiioonn  ffoorr  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  
  Employees per 01.11.2021 

Janne Utkilen 
Head of division 

Email: itu@ssb.no 

Per Schøning 
Senior adviser 

Email: per@ssb.no 
Project manager: Sudan and OfU Somalia 
Project coordinator: Energy survey Mozambique 

Allan Henrysson 
Project manager 

Email: rys@ssb.no 
Long term adviser in Ukraine 
Metadata and classifications 

Robin Choudhury 
Senior adviser 

Email: rch@ssb.no 
Project manager: Ghana  
Macroeconomic models 

Anne Abelsæth 
Senior adviser 

Email: aae@ssb.no 
IT. Statistical business register 

Signe Vrålstad 
Statistics adviser 

Email : vrs@ssb.no 
Social statistics. Food security.  

Astrid Mathiassen 
Researcher 

Email: mss@ssb.no 
Food Security and Poverty analysis 
Energy statistics 

Siv Irene Pedersen 
Senior adviser 

Email: sip@ssb.no 
Project manager: Ukraine and Ethiopia 
Sustainable development goals (SDG) 
Register for development 

Bjørn Getz Wold 
Senior adviser 

Email: bkw@ssb.no 
Energy survey 
Sustainable development goals (SDG) 
Energy statistics 

Tarik Ogbamichael 
Senior adviser 

Email : tao@ssb.no  
Project manager: Ethiopia  
Economic statistics. Ocean for Development

Ellen Cathrine Kiøsterud 
Senior adviser 

Email: eck@ssb.no 
Project manager: Norwegian Gender Equality 
for Development Programme (LIKE) 
Food Security. Household surveys. E-learning  

Vebjørn Aalandslid 
Senior adviser 

Email: vaa@ssb.no 
Project manager: Kenya, Kyrgyzstan and Sudan 
CRVS. International refugee statistics 

Irene Tuveng  
Senior adviser 

Email: jtu@ssb.no  
Project manager: Mozambique  
Oil for Development and Ocean for 
Development 

Helge Brunborg 
Senior researcher/part-time consultant 

Email: hbr@ssb.no 
Subject area: Demography 
Fields of expertise: CRVS, statelessness, refugee 
statistics, register-based population censuses, 
demography of armed conflict, mortality 
analysis, population projections 

Kari-Dorte K. Jensen 
Senior adviser 

Email: kdk@ssb.no 
Administrative tasks. Controller 

John Åge Haugen 
Senior adviser 

Email: ohn@ssb.no  
Project manager: Uganda 
Economic statistics. Social statistics 

Dag Roll-Hansen 
Senior adviser 
Email: roh@ssb.no  
Project manager: Impact of Access to 
Sustainable Energy Survey (IASES) 
Statistical training and e-learning,  
social statistics 



More information about the Division for International Development Cooperation can be found at:  
www.ssb.no/en/omssb/samarbeid/internasjonalt-utviklingssamarbeid
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